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News Release 
 

BASF to enter Australian wheat seed market with new varieties 
launching in 2021 

◼ BASF’s first entry into wheat seed will offer Australian growers increased 
yield and productivity 

◼ New varieties mark significant research milestone for Longerenong 
Breeding Centre in Victoria 

Melbourne, Australia – August 9, 2019 – BASF plans to launch its first new wheat 

seed varieties that help Australian farmers improve yield and productivity. The 

varieties are main season spring wheats, targeting the high-quality class, and will 

be suitable for NSW and Victorian growers. BASF will work with Seednet as the 

commercial partner to license the new varieties currently on track for launch to 

Australian growers in 2021. 

“These are the first wheat varieties to be commercialized by BASF globally and are 

selected for their yield, quality and agronomic adaptability. They are a culmination 

of around nine years of research at BASF’s Wheat and Oilseed Breeding Centre in 

Longerenong, Victoria. Our Australian team is proud to be deeply involved in this 

global innovation program,” said Gavin Jackson, Head of Agricultural Solutions at 

BASF Australia and New Zealand.  

“We started investing in our breeding program in 2010 and opened our facility in 

Longerenong in 2014. Over this reasonably short period of time, we have developed 

a pipeline of new wheat varieties that have potential for Australian growers. This is 

a huge testament to the dedication of our local team and their passion and 

commitment for bringing new and innovations to our local growers,” said Rob Hall, 
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Head of Seeds at BASF Australia and New Zealand. 

In addition to wheat, the breeding centre is also heavily involved in the breeding and 

development of novel new canola Invigor® hybrid varieties. In 2020, BASF will also 

launch Invigor 4022 to the Australian market, a new TruFlex® variety of canola which 

features the unique yield benefits of PodGuard® pod shatter tolerance to give added 

flexibility on weeds and also harvest timing. 

“What better place than the Wimmera for us to invest in our wheat and canola 

research. Cropping is so important to this region and the soil is some of the best in 

Australia,” added Hall. 

“Australian growers are early adopters of sustainability, innovation and technology 

and this contributes to our view to see Australia as a great place to invest,” said 

Gustavo Palerosi Carnerio, Senior Vice President Asia Pacific, Agricultural 

Solutions, BASF. 

BASF has around 25 new crop protection products to launch in Australia over the 

next five years, with 13 of these targeted for launch by the end of 2020. 

“BASF has an exciting pipeline of crop protection innovations launching in Australia. 

We expect to receive registration of the pre-emergent herbicide Luximax® in 2019, 

a new mode of action that offers residual control of ryegrass. This product will be a 

significant tool for Australian growers,” said Jackson. “2020 is going to be a big year 

for BASF and the Australian agriculture industry.”  

The announcement was made in the presence of local growers and industry 

stakeholders at BASF’s Wheat and Oilseed Breeding Centre, which is located on 

the grounds of Longerenong Agricultural College. At the same time, BASF also 

announced Agribusiness student Katherine McNeilly as the recipient of the 2019 

BASF Longerenong Agricultural College Scholarship.  

“This scholarship will give me the opportunity to fulfil my dream of working in the 

growing Australian Agricultural Industry and I look forward to also gaining work 

experience with BASF during this time,” said Katherine McNeilly.  
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About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division 

With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and 

maintain sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. Working with farmers, agricultural 

professionals, pest management experts and others, it is our role to help make this possible. That’s 

why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline and broad portfolio, including seeds and traits, chemical and 

biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert 

teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we connect innovative thinking and down-to-earth 

action to create real world ideas that work – for farmers, society and the planet. In 2018, our division 

generated sales of €6.2 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any 

of our social media channels. 

About BASF in Australia and New Zealand 

BASF serves key industries in the agriculture, coatings, construction, manufacturing and mining 

sectors, and posted sales of about €432 million in Australia and New Zealand in 2018. As of the end 

of 2018, the company had 552 employees and operated 12 production sites across agricultural 

solutions, performance products and functional materials and solutions. BASF has been active in 

Australia for more than 90 years, and for about 60 years in New Zealand. Further information is 

available on the Internet at www.basf.com/au. 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 122,000 employees in the 

BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly  all sectors and almost 

every country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, 

Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF 

generated sales of around €63 billion in 2018. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in 

Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at 

www.basf.com. 
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